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Doug Way, Grand Valley State University Libraries 
You should use the following guidelines to support this initiative: 
 
       Consider a broad range of educational resources, 
       including multimedia publications, archives of pri-
mary 
       documents, networked scientific instruments such as 
       telescopes and supercomputers, and employees willing 
       to serve as tele-mentors or answer student and 
teacher        questions.  
         Expand access not only to the information and 
other 
       resources generated internally, but by the broader 
       community of people and institutions that your 
agency        works with and supports.  For example, science agen-
cies 
       should pursue partnerships with professional socie-
ties, 
       universities, and researchers to expand K-12 access 
to 
       scientific resources.           read well        and independently by 4th grade, and master challenging       people with disabilities 
to use the World Wide Web.    
I am also directing the Department of Education to develop a "Parents Guide to the 
Internet," that will explain the educational benefits of this exciting resource, as well as 
steps that parents can take to minimize the risks associated with the Internet, such as ac-
cess to material that is inappropriate for children.  The Department of Education will also be responsible for chairing an interagency work-
ing group to coordinate this initiative to ensure that the agency-created material is of 
high quality, is easily accessible, and promotes awareness of Internet-based educational 
resources among teachers, parents, and students.   
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1997-2007: 
Ten Years of Increasing Access to Government Information for Students and Teachers 
1997 
Clinton issues memorandum ordering agencies to develop 
resources to support education 
2000 
Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government for Kids Debuts 
Methodology 
 
Fifty High School Library and Media Center websites were chosen at random from 
school-libraries.net, a national directory of school library and media center websites.   
 
The fifty schools were from twenty-
two different states.  Ten schools were 
from California, seven from Massachu-
setts and four from Michigan and Illi-
nois.  Six other states had two schools, 
with the rest of states having one 
school. 
 
The content analysis performed on the 
websites examined and counted the number of different government resources to 
which each site linked.  Military or “.mil” websites were not counted during the 
study.  The prevalence of several non-government websites, such as Google’s U.S. Gov-
ernment search, was also examined. 
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By Percentage of Libraries Linking to Resource 
                Resource % of Libraries  
Fedworld 26% 
Ben’s Guide to Government for Kids 24% 
FedStats 24% 
National Atlas of the United States 24% 
GPO Access 18% 
Portals to the World 18% 
Science.gov 14% 
OurDocuments.gov 14% 
Biographical Dictionary of the United States  
Congress 
10% 
State and County Quick Facts 10% 
Kids.gov 6% 
United States Government Manual 6% 
Yearbook of Immigration Statistics 4% 
County and City Databook 2% 
State and Metropolitan Area Databook 0% 
GPO Browse Topics 0% 
Health United States 0% 
Top Ten Resources or Publications 
Top Agencies 
Webpages From These Agencies Appeared on More than Half the School Websites 
Portals?   
We don’t need no stinkin’ portals. 
 
Portals, or interagency websites, allow users to access 
government information on a particular topic, such as 
global warming or women’s health, or particular kinds of 
information, such as statistical information, without 
needing to know what agency produces that information. 
 
Twenty four different portals were found on the ana-
lyzed websites.  The top portals were: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No other portals had more than 10% of the schools link-
ing to them.   
Firstgov (now USA.gov) 42% 
FedWorld 26% 
FedStats 24% 
Science.gov 14% 
Consumer.gov 14% 
Search Engines 
 
Search engines were no more popular than portals.  FirstGov, as 
mentioned above, was linked to by less than half of the websites, 
and Google’s Uncle Sam Search, now known as Google U.S. Govern-
ment Search, was linked to by only 8% of the schools.  No other 
links to search engines that specifically search government websites 
were found (FirstgovSearch had not been released at the time of 
this study). 
September, 2000 
FirstGov Launched 
Fe\bruary 27, 2002 
E-Government Strategy Released  
Promoting the Creation of interagency resources 
2001 
Kids.gov Debuts 
2006 
FirstgovSearch (now known as USASearch) debuts 
Today 
More than 90% of publications sent to depository 
libraries are available online 
Findings 
 
♦Government Resources are a standard part of high 
school library and media center websites 
 
♦There is little consensus on what government re-
sources schools consider standard 
 
♦ Resources created by government agencies specifically targeted at high 
school students and educators are not commonly found on these websites 
 
♦ Portals and search engines that search only government resources, such 
as Google’s U.S. Government Search, are not commonly found on high 
school library and media center websites 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
♦School Libraries can…  
 
provide more access points where students can discover government information on 
their own 
 
use portals and search engines to increase students’ access to government resources 
and to teach students how to find specific government resources 
 
contact your local depository librarian for ideas and assistance 
 
♦Depository Libraries… 
 
need to actively seek out and educate school librarians on what government resources 
are available 
 
could engage in more teach-the-teacher kinds of models of promoting documents 
 
should develop resources specifically for K-12 educators and school librarians 
♦Government Agencies…  
 
should work to better-promote existing government information resources to educators 
and school librarians 
 
should work with educators and school librarians to determine the needs of their stu-
dents when creating future resources 
 
There are Only So Many Hours in a Day... 
What you can do to help 
 
Present at library and media center conferences on different kinds of government resources 
• It’s Fun (you get to meet lots of librarians you probably would never interact with otherwise) 
• It’s Easy (you know this stuff already and you might be teaching classes on this stuff already) 
• It probably counts as credit toward tenure (hey, it can’t hurt!) 
 
Work with state and local library and media center organizations to promote the use of government publications 
 
Create web pages specifically for educators or school librarians or provide links on your website to these kinds of resources 
